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century of trading, industrialism and laisser-faire. The old political labels, Conservative, Liberal, Labour, National, International and English have been reduced to a stage where they signify nothing. Reason and argument have been rendered inconclusive by the absence of thoroughbred dogma. The world of politics surges with ideas. The heritage of liberalism has been an age ruled by opinions compressed into as many compromises as there are committees. It is interesting to see Mr. Baldwin subjectively. He summons to his aid all the abstract notions of honesty, morality, love and brotherhood to stay the drift. He poses subconsciously after the English peasant who typifies the greatest contrast to modern society. He admires the aims of English polity but he remains a Macdonald. He compromises compromise and the result is still a negative quantity,
Had Mr. Baldwin understood politics from the English point of view, he would probably have achieved supreme eminence. He is still the most important figure in the English provinces. He has failed by bowing before individual opinidns and reverencing the heterogeneous central government. He has changed his course on occasions before the opinions of the late Lord Birkenhead and spoken of "Winston Churchill's hundred horse-power brains/1 He achieved office as the Scot always can, and then fotgot that he had been selected by an age that was beginning to fear the expert and the individual, Mr. Baldwin can seldom have benefited from those gentlemen's advice, and only consulted them when he mistook technique for right and wrong. He forgot that technique was only a means to an end. They possessed the languages but Mr. Baldwin from Worcestershire should have known what principles to express.
For lack of a thoroughbred outlook Mr* Baldwin has become an awkward and an inferior person. Careerists and men of superficial intelligence have overshadowed him-The carrions and exploiters of the post-industrial revolution have pretended to know more than the child of tlxe